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PREFACE. 



Tbb Committee of Publication of the 
American Sunday School Union, in adopting 
tbis publication, are aware that different, aa 
well as more extensive explanations and in- 
ferences may be made with regard to some of 
the parables, illustrated in the following 
volume. The work is, however, prepared 
with much attention to simplicitj, and, ao 
doubt, will be a profitable explanation of 
those beautiful parables bj which all are de- 
lighted, and by the careful examination of 
which, none will fail to be improved. 
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CATECHISM, &c. 




CHAPTER I. 



GSITERAL EXPLANATION OT PARABLES. 

1. What is a parable ? 

A parable is a comparison, teaching spiritual things 
by natural things ; it holds up a picture to the mincl, 
and teaches sonething we do not know, by something 
frith idiieh we are fcmiliar. 
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2.' fVhai are the particular advantages ofparaMet f 

They easily secure the attention, and are remembered 

-veithout difficulty ; they pleasingly excite the mind to 

discover their meaning, and they carry conviction to 

the understanding. 

3. How are ChrisVs parables distinguished ? 
They are plain, easy, beautiful, and impressive, in 

their style ; and clear, pointed, comprehensive, and di- 
vinely instructive and important, in their meaning. 

4. How may we learn the meaning of ChrisVs para- 
bles? 

He often explains them; the context often shows 
their meaning; and by considering the occasion on 
which they were delivered, their general object will 
be discovered. 

5. Is it necessary that every cirewnstanee mentioned 
in a parable should have a particular meaning ? 

No: because some circumstances are introduced 
which are ornamental, or designed to make the simili- 
tude more interesting and attractive. 

6. • How do the parables show the excellency of Christ 
as a teacher ? 

They prove that Christ knew what was in man ; 
that he was a divine teacher ; and that his simplest 
instructions contained such beauties, and imparled 
such knowledge, that, truly, " never man spake like 
this man." 

7. ^re the parables peculiarly suited to the young f 
Tes : because they are plain, easily remembered, 

pleaaiDg, and instrnotive. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



THX H0V8B BUILT ON A ROCK, AND TBS HQU6« 
BUILT ON TH£ SAND. 

Matt, vii, 24 to 27. 

*^ Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a rock : 

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that house ; and it fell 
not : for it was founded upon a rock. 

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine^ 
and doeUi them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand : 

And the rain descended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon thaf house; and it fell: 
«nd gre9± was the fall of it.^' 



|. When was the partible of the two houses delivered? 
At the end of Christ's sermon on the mount. 

2. Who is the ''Wiseman?'^ 

He who not only hears, but obeys, the commands of 
Christ. 

3. Why may the wise man be said to build on a rock? 
Because he builds on Christ, the " rock of ages," the 

only foundation on which our souls can safely rest ; 
*^ for other foundation can no man lay than that is ]aid« 
which is Jesus Christ." — (1 Cor. iii. 11.) 

4. Must the Christian expect trials ? 

Yes : aiSictions, temptations, and persecutions, like 
the rain, the floods, and the wind, will assail him ; but 
be is safe while resting upon Christ and his word. 
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6. Who it the ^^fiolith man .?" 

He who hears the words of Christ, but does not obey 
them; and he who pretends to be a Christian, and yet 
works iniquity. 

6. Where does the ^*'fooHsh marC* rest his hopes ? 
On the sand : a proper emblem of frail and sinful 

men, "whose foundation is in the dust, which are 
crushed before the moth." — (Job iv. 19.) 

7. How is the ruin of the foolish man's fiouse de- 
scribed. ^ 

It fell, and great was the fall of it: thus will certain 
ruin overwhelm those whose affections are fixed on 
the world, or who trust in themselves. 

8. Should our superior prioUeges excite us to greater 
diligence? 

Tes : and we should remember that the abuse of re- 
ligious advantages is the greatest sin, and will lead to 
the most awful punishment. 

9. How wUl Christ^, hereafter^ address those hearers 
and professors who do not obey his commands? 

^ I never knew you : depart from me ye that work 
iniquity." — (ver. 23.) 

10. How should we receive the instructions <tf ChriHf 
With fiiith, reverence, and gratitude. 

11. How may we profit by the words of Christ ? 
We should pray for the influences of the Holy Spirit, 

that we may receive the truth as it is in Jesus, and 
that we may love and obey all his command. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE SOWER.* 

Mat. xiii. Mark iv. Luke viii. " 
** Hearken — Behold there went out a Sower to sow 
his seed ; and it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell 
by the way-side, and it was trodden down, and the 
fowls of the air came and devoilred it xip. And some 
fell on stony ground, upon a rock, where it had not 
much earthy and immediately it sprang^ up, because it 
had not much depth of earth ; but, when the sun was 
iqp, it was scorched as soon as it was sprung up, because 
it had no root and lacked moisture, and it withered 
away. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns . 
sprang up with it, and choked it, and it yielded no. 
fruit. And other fell on good ground, and did yield 
fruit that sprang up and increased, and brought forth 
some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred fold. 
He that hath ears to hear, let hmf hear. 

* In this parable I have thought it best to form the 
aeoonnts of the three Evangelists into one ; thus exhi- 
Wtbig all the beautiful particulars of this exquisite 
and perfect parable in one view. 
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And when he was alone, the diactples came and asked 
of him the parable, saying, What might this parable 
be ? And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable ? 
and how then will ye know all parables? Hear ye, 
therefore, the parable of the Sower : 

The seed which the Sower soweth is the word of 
€rod. And these are they by the way-side, where the 
seed is sown ; but when any one heareth the word of 
the kingdom and understandeth it not, then Satan, the 
wicked one, cometh immediately and catcheth away 
the word which was sown in his heart, lest he should 
believe and be saved; this is he which received seed 
by the way-side. And these are they, likewise, which 
received the seed on stony ground, on the rock ; who, 
whei;i they have heard the word, immediately receive 
it with gladness, and have no root in themselves, and 
so believe and endure but for a time ; afterward, in 
time of temptation, when affliction or persecution arts- 
eth lor the word's sake, immediately they are offended 
and &11 away. And these are they which received 
s^ed among thorns ; svtch as hear the word, and when 
they hav6 heard, go forth, and the cares of this worlds 
and the deCeitfulness of riches and pleasures of this life, 
and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word* 
and it becometh unfituiUul, or bringeth no fruit to 
perfection. And these are they which received seed 
jmto good ground ; such as hear the word, and under- 
stand, and reoeire, and keep it, in an honest and good 
heart ; and bring forth fruit with patience, some thiitf 
ibid, soBte sixty, and some an hundred.'' 



1. fVh» it meant hyihtSovter? 
Jerat Cltfist : dao Ministers and Teaohera mty b« 
ei^edSowen. 

t. Ift^haiitmeani ^ the Seed f 
•*ThewordofGod.»» , 
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\.% Whftt it meant by the ground where the aud was 

eatt? 

' The hearts of the hearers. 



THE WAT-8IDJB HEARBRS. 

4. Where did the first part rf the seed fall? 
By the way-side. 

5. What became if the seed that fell by the way-tide ? 

It was trodden down, and the fowls of the air came 
andtlevoared it up. 

6. Who are the way-side hearers? 

Those who hear the word of the kingdom, ancf un- 
derstand it not ; thus, by their inattention, it becomes 
like seed sown on a public road.v 

7. How dots Sdtan act to a way-side hearer ? 
After he has heard, Satan, the wicked one, oomefh 

IMMEDIATELY and (like the birds destroying the seed) 
catcheth away the word which was sown in his heart, 
lest he should believe and be saved. 

8. Is great attention -necessary in hearing the gospel f 
Yes: our blessed Saviour says, " Tatke heed, there- 
fore, how ye hear." — (Luke viii. 18.) 

9. What must we do besides hearing ike word? 
We must understand it, and let it sink deep into our 

hearts: careless hearers are sure to be unprofitable 
hearers. 

10. Is great cart necessary when we have heard? 
Yes: for Satan " im»n«Jwrfc/y tries to catch away 

the good seed, and we should not be ignorant of htt 
devices; 

. B 

/ 
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11. Whtd'thwH t» learn from. tkiM eagtr haate tf 
Satan? 

That we should watch and pray, aftar we have heard 
the word of God ; and that we should hide it in our 
hearts, lest we sin against him. ** We ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things whidi we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip." — 
(Heb. ii. 1.) 



THS STONT-GROirirD HKA&XR8. 

^ ^12. Where did a ieeondpart of the seed fall? 
On stony-ground, upon a rock. 

1^. What became (fihe teed that fell on itonjf 'ground? 
It soon sprang up ; but, because it had no depth of 
earth, it as quickly withered away. 

. 14.. Who are the stony-ground hearers? 

Those who hear the word with joyful feelines and 
excited passions, but who have no deep convictions of 
their own sinfulness, and no solid principles of love to 
Christ 

15: How do stony^ground hearers act in the day of 
trial? 

They endure for awhile; but, aAerward, in the time 
of temptation, when a£3iction or persecution ariseth, 
for the word*s sake, inunediately, they are offended 
and fidl away. 

16. What should this account if the stony-ground 
hearers teach us? 

That mere feelings, notions, and professions, are in- 
■nffisient ; and that we should cleave onto the I<ord 
with full purpose of heart, and be rooted and grounded 
in the iaith of the gospel. 
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17. MttH we nptet to hwe tur primlpUi IrwcT 7 

Yes : we shall be sure to meet with temptatiom «Ad 

trials, and thej^will overeome us, unless we, trusting 

in Christ, continue steadfast in the faith. 



THE THOEVT-GROirND HBARERS. 

18. Where did a third part of the seed fiU? 
Among^ thorns. 

t9. What became of the seed east among the thorns 7 
The thorns sprang^ up with it, and ohoked it, and it 
yklded no fruit 

•20. Who are the thomy^ground hearers 7 
Those who, when they have heard, g^ forth and 
liasten away from its instructions to the cares of this 
world — ^the deceitfulness of ridies-^the pleasures of 
life-— «nd the lusts of other things. 

21. How do these toorldly eares andjAeasUres operate 7 
They choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful : 

such hearers are so choked by their own anxieties and 
lusts, that they brings no fruit to perfection. 

22. Mer %oe haoe heard the word of Ood, how shoutd yf$ 
aetr 

We should guard against plunging into the cards or 
pleasures of the world, so as to lose the instructions we 
have received. 

2S. Is there great danger ofabusmg lawful things ? 

Yes : worldly " cares" and " richtes" often prove in- 
jurious to the soul ; they are lull of " deceitfulness,** 
and their temptations are the more dangerous because 
they are too little suspected ; yet they lead to ^* plea- 
suret*' and ^^loafta^** which drown aen^s souls in perdi. 
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' tHX GOOD-GROVITD HXARXRf. 

24. Where did the rest of the seed /a^? 
On good ground. 

25. What did U produce? 

It yielded fruit, and sprang up, and increased, and 
brought fotrth some thirty, apd some sixty, and some 
an hundred fold. 

2$. Who art these ^ood-growid hearers 7 
Such as hear the word, and understand, and receive, 
and keep it, in an honest knd good heart. 

27. What fruU do these good hearers produce 7 

They bring forth fruit with patience, some thirty 
fold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

28. What is the first mark of good hearers 7 

They *^ hear the word" with seriousness, attention, 
and prayer. 

29. What is the second mark of good hetarers 7 
They ** understand" the word, and give their mindi 

up to it. 

90. What is the third mark of good hearers ? 
They "receive" the truth in the love of it. 

51. What is the fourth mark <ifgood hearers 7 

They " keep" the troth " in an honest and good 
heart" 

52. What is the fifth mark of good hearers 7 

•* They bring forth fruit" to the glory of God, and 
the good of man. 

SS. What is the nxth mark of good hearers 7 

Thsy bring forth fruit ** with paAiance ;" contimdng 

m the good instructions they have received, whaterer 

obitedet may arise. 
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84. IhMgndhmreri gmnmtqudperUmitfpftfitf 
No : lome bring forth thirty, some sixty, and tome 
an hundred fold. ^ 

S6. What should be our earnest desire ? 

That we may bring forth the greatest measure of good 
fruit, to the honor and glory of God ; and that we may 
ha^e ^ our fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life."— (Rom. vi. 22.) 

S6. WhUe so few hearers bring forth fndt wUo petfeO" 
Hon, what shouid we do? 

We should examine ourselves, and repent of our 
past misimprovement of the means of grace ; while we 
continue earnest in prayer to the Lord of the harvest, 
that the seed sown may be abundantly fruitful in our 
own hearts, and wherever it is scattered, and that he 
would send forth more labourers into his vineyard. 




CHAPTER IV. 



THE TARES IN THE FIELD. 

Matt, xiii. 24 to 30, and 36 to 43. 
** Another parable put he forth unto them, sayiogi 
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man whidi^ 
sowed gM>d seed in his field : 
B2 
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Bat w]ule men dept, his enemy- came and ■sovM 
tarea among the wheat, and ^ent his -way. 

But when the blade was sprung up, and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

So the servtots of the householder came and said 
unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy 
field ? from whence then hath.it tares ? 

He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The 
servants said unto him. Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up ? 

But he said. Nay ; lest while ye gather up the tares, 
y« root up also the wheat with them. 

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in 
the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles 
to burn them : but gather the wheat into my bam. — 

Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into 
the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying^. 
Declare unto us the parable^of the tares of the field. 

He answered and said unto them. He that sowetfa 
the good seed is the Son of man : 

The field is the world ; the good seed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom ; but the tares are the children of 
the wicked one ; 

The enemy that sowed ^em is the devil : the 
harvest is the end of the world ; and 'the reapers are 
the angels. 

As therefore the tares ^are gathered and burned in 
the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity. 

And shaU eaal thflarinto a fiirnace of fire ; then 
shall be wailioi^and gnashing of teeth. 

Then ihajS the righteous shine forth as the sun, in 
the kingdcHOL of their Failier. Who faath ears to hear, 
let him hear." 
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^ hJI^M U tht 9kit0 ofthepmOU tfVu tmn4ii tU 
fidd? 

To show that among the professors of the gospel there 
are persons of various chai-acters, both hypocrites and 
real Christians, but that there will be a final separation 
between them hereafter. 

2. What is the meaning of '' the langdom ofheaverif" in 
this parable ? 

The gospel dispensation. 

5. Who is meant by the Sower ? 

Jesus Christ, who preached the gospel, and whote 
word is extensively scattered abroad. 

4. Whatisthefidd? 

The field is the world through which the gospel ii 
to be preached. 

. *& Who aire meant by the wheat or good seed ? 

The children of the kingdom, those who believe in 
Christ, and obey his commands.. 

6. What should we learn from the men sleeping 7 ^ 

• That Christians e^re not sufficiently cautious «nd 
vigilant. ^ 

7. Who is meant by the enetny cf Christ 7 
The Devil. 

$, IPJ^ we the tares monHonedin this parable 7 
They are hurtful weeds. 

9« Who are meant by. the tares 7 ^ , 

The children of the wipked one« hypocrites, atid 
otiier sinners. 

10. Haw did the field <qipear 7 

When the wheat sprang tip and brought forth fi-uii, 
then the tares arose : thus among true Cnristians many 
of an opposite chamctc^ appear. 
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U. To whfint did Christ asmht tiia mixture ^ tk^ eatl 
wUhthegood? 

An enemy hath done this : it is the work of Satan. 

12. When the servants eiv^ed whether the tares should 
be separated from the wheaty what objection was made 7 

Nay, lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up 
also the wheat with them : let both ^ow together until 
the harvest (29th and 30th verses.) 

13. What is meant by the harvest? 
The end 6f the world. 

14. Who, are the reapers ? 
The angels. 

15. What direcHm did Christ sou that he would give tm 
the angels at the end of the world 7 

I will say to the reapers; Gather ye together first the 
tares, and bind them in bimdles to bum them; but 
gather the wheat into my barn (3(Hh verse.) 

16. How will the angeU obey this, commmid 7 

They shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire, there shall be wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth* (41st and 42d v.) 

17. Hois vM true Christians be blessed by Christat the 
end of the tporldl 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the fttn in 
the kingdom of his Father.^^(43d v.) 

18. Does the parable of the tares particidmrkf deserpe our 
serious attentim 7 

Yes : Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. — (43d v.^ 

19. How is it that theife is any good seed^ any real Chris- 
tian, in this world 7 

Christ sows the good seed, and by his grace and spirit 
be wakes men holy, and prepares them for heaven. 
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20. jin the evU mixt with thegccd in this Hfe? 

Ves: in the world there are many sinners, and in 
the church many hypocrites, whose characters are dis- 
tinctly known by God, though we may be ignorant of 
them. 

21. What is the duty of Christians in these circum- 
stanees? 

To be sober and vigilai^t on account of the malice 
and activity of Satan ; and to mourn over hypocrites 
and all, sinners ; yet not to use any rash and violent 
efforts against them. 

22. Will every individual be, finally judged ? 

Yes : and not one real Christian shall be lost, not 
one sinner shall escape. 

23. What should be our prayer ? 

»* Gather not my soul with sinners."— (26 Pea. 9.) 




CHAPTER V. 



THE SEED SOWN. 

Mark iv. 26 to 29. 
^ And he a^. So is the kingdom of God, at if » mtta 
should cast d|P into the ground ; 
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And should sleep, and rise night and day, and -the 
seed shoald spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 

For the eai-th bringeth forfli fruit of herself; first 
the blade, then the ear, after that the full com in the 
ear. 

But when the fruit is bought forth, immediately he 
putteth in the sicli^e, because the harvest is come." 



1. What is the object qfthe parable of the seed sown 7 
To show the gradual, yet certain way, in whidi the 

gospel of Christ spreads. 

2. Do we know hfw ond why the seed grows 7 

No : but we are sure that it does grow, because we 
see it spring up and increase : thus, though we cannot 
trace the way in which the gospel operates, yet we 
can witness its effects, and rejoice in its fruits. 

8. Does the seed spring up very graduaUy 7 
Tes : first the blade, then the ear, thsn the foil corn 
in the ear (verse 28 :) thus gradually does divine graee 
operate on the human heart, and thus gradually doei 
the gospel of Christ spread and increase. 

4. How does the Husbandman act when thefndt is r^7 
When the fruit is brought forth, immediately ha 

putteth in the sickle, becaxise the harvest is come (verse 
29 :) thus, from the gospel of Christ, will a harvest of 
glory to God and of good to man arise. 

5. What should we learn from the represeniatioHa of tkt 
seed town 7 

To trust in God for the sure though gradual exten- 
sion of his kingdom in the world ; to rejoice in the 
earliest appearances, and the growing progress, of rdi- 
gion ; and seriously to contemplate the great harvest 
whidi is to come, and the account which we moat 
hereafter render to the Lord of the han|tt. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



\ 



Luke vii. 36 to SO. 



** And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would 
eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee^s house, 
and sat down to meat. 

And, behold, a woman in the city, wliich was a sin- 
ner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pha« 
risee^s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment. 

And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began 
to wash his feet with tears, arid did wipe them with 
thfi hiUrs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment. 

Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw 
it, he spjBike within himself, saying, This man, if he 
were a prophet, would have known who and what 
manner of woman this is that toucheth him ; for she 
if a sinner. 

And Jetus answering said unto him, Simon, I ha7« 
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somewhat to stiy unto thee. And he^saith. Master, 
say on. 

There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: 
the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty : 

And when they had nothing to pay, he (rankly for- 
gave them both. Tell n^e, therefore, which of them 
will love him, most P 

Simon answered and said, I suppose that he to whom 
he forgave most. And he said unto him. Thou hast 
rightly judged. 

And he turned to the Woman, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, 
thou gavest me no water for my feet : but she hath 
washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. 

Thou gavest me no kiss : but this woman, since the 
time I came in, hath not ceased to Idas my feet. 
- My head with oil thou didst not anoint : but this 
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 

Wherefore, I say unto thee,^her sins, which are 
many, are forgiven: for* she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 

And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 

And they that sat at meat with him began to say 
within themselves. Who is this that forgiveth sins also.' 
' And he said to the woman, Thy fiiith hath- saved 
thee; go in peace. 



1. Why didthe Pluariseemvile ChriHto kUkoutef 
Probably firom curiouty, or for the purpose of watieh- 
ing Christ's conduct to^ accuse him. Simon certainlj 
a]>pear8, from the history, not to have treated Christ 
^th the common forms of civility to which he was 
entitled. 
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In the east, the g:uesta at dinner recline on a sort of 
conch or sofa,''' with the feet outwards from the table, 
80 that she could go behind Christ to wet his feet with 
her tears, and to wipe them with the long tresses of 
her hair. 

3. Did CfiriH know the secret thoughts of this Pharisu? 
Tea : Christ as God, knew that Simon was secretly 

despising him, because he did not spurn this notorious 
nnner from his feet. 

4. WhoismeatU by the creditor ? 

The great God to whom we owe a debt of gratitude 
and love so great that we can neveir repay it. 

5. IsnotsineaUeda^detir' 

Yea : we are taught to pray, "' forgive us our d«bta 
as we forgive our debtors." When we think of our 
nns and of the mercies of God, we must confess, that 
we never can pay our debts, but. are, on the coatrurj, 
every moment increasing them. 

6. How does God treat such poor debtors ? 

He freely forgives all repenting sinners, as Chriat 
forgave this believing, gratefril, and penitent woman. 

7. How wiU the pardoned sinner regard aforgimng QodH 
He will love Him much ; and the more he thinks of 

the greatness of his sins, the more will he value the 
unsearchable riches of Christ; he will prove that he 
feels tiie obligation, though he cannot pay the debt. 

8. Wkatwt&^htwws of t^ produce? 

Slight views of Christ, and of the value of his fiir- 
gmng grace. 

*Seepeett39. 
C 
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9. How should we behave to our feUow-Hnners 7 
With compassion and love, as sensible that we owe 

every thing to the mercy of Him who commands us to 
love and to forgive one another, it we would obtain 
his pardon and favour. 

10. What benefits arise from faith in Christ ? 

The pardon of sin, the salvation of the. soul, peace 
of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THS UNM£RCIPVL SERVANT. 

Matt, xviii. 21 to 35. 
Then came Peter to him, and said. Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him ? till 
seven times ? 

Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee. Until seven 
times ; but, Until seventy times seven. 
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Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 
certain king, which would take account of his servants. 

And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
unto him which owed him ten thousand talents : 

But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord com- 
manded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and 
all that he had, and payment to be made. 

The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped 
him, saying. Lord, have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. 

Then the lord of that servant was moved with com- 
passion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 

But the same servant went out, and found one of 
his fellow-servants which owed him an hundred pence; 
and he laid hands on him, and took him by the thrpat, 
*<k7i°g:« Pay me that thou owest. 

And his fellow-servant fell down at his feet, and be* 
•ought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. 

And he would not; but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay the debt. 

So when his fellow-servants saw what was done, 
they were very sorry, and came and told unto their 
lord aU that was done. 

Then his lord, ai^er that he had called him, said unto 
him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, because thou desiredst me : 

Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on 
thy fellow-servant, even as I had pity on thee? 

And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due onto 
him. 

So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also onto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one hii 
brother their trespasMs." 



1. WhatvmChntl!*am$wnwk0iPtitr9tkadf**Lmil 
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hew oft akttU my bntfur nn, trnd Ifyrgwe kirn ? Htt seven 
Umesr* 

I say not unto tliee. Until seven times, but until 
seventy times seven. — (^2d verse.) 

2. Do we owe every thing to God-? 

Yes : we owe every blessing to the mercy of God, 
and his justice may csdl on us to give up our accounts. 

3. What is the value of ' * ten thousand taUnls,''* the amount 
due to the Jang ? 

If they be silmr talents, they amount to twenty 
millions of dollars ; if gold, three hundred millions of 
dollars. 

4. What should the largeness of this amount teach us 7 
That it is impossible we can ever pay the immense 

. debt we owe to God. 

5. What command did the King give as to this, debtor 7 
According to the custom in the east, he ordered him 

and his fiunily, and all that he had, to be sold. 

6. H<Aio did the debtor then act ? 

He fell down at the king^s feet in the most abject 
manner, and said. Lord, have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all. 

7. How did the King then treat his debtor ? 

He was moved with' compassion, and loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt : thus does God pity helpless 
sinners ; and when they seek his mercy, he is faithful 
and just to forgive their iniquities, however great tliey 
have been. 

8. What was (he sum which a fdlow-servant of this 
debtor owed him 7 

An hundred pence, or about fourteen dollars of our 
money. 

C 2 
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9. fibw Hi this nntttU od to Ma deMor 7 

He laid bands on his fellbw-aervant ; took him bj 
the throat ; insisted on payment ; refused to wait anj 
longer, and cast him into prison for this small amoant. 

10. Wlticn the Hng vaa* injifnned of the cruel conduct of 
Ha debtor, how did he censure him 7 

O thou wicked servant,! forgave thee all that debt 
because thou desiredst me, shouldest not thou also 
have had compassion on thy fellow-servant, even as I 
had pity on thee ? (verse 31, 32.) 

11 . How did the king punish this cruel and ungrat^fid 
servant 7 

He delivered him to the tormentors* till he should 
pay all that was due unto him. 

12. How does Christ tigrpfy this parable for cur intlrue- 
Mon 7 

So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts foi^g^ive not every one luf 
brother their trespasses. — (verse 35.) 

IS. WhatdoesthUparabUfiirbid7 
All hatred, ingratitude, and revenge. 

U. What does this parMereeonmund 7 
Gentleness, kindness, forgiveness, and love. 



* Priionen in the east are oftm tortored. 



,d by Google 



SI 




CHAPTER VIII. 



THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

Xttfce X. 25 to 37. 

** And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and te]|i|»t* 
td him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eter* 
oallife? 

He said unto him. What is written in the law ? 
how readest thou ? 

And he answering said. Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with aU thy soul, and 
with all thystrength, and with all thy mind $ and thy 
neighbour as thyself. 

And he said unto him, Thou hast ansrwered right: 
this do, and thou shalt live. 

But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, 
And who is my neighbour ? 

And Jesus answering, said, a certain man went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieTet, 
whidi stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, 
and departed, leaying him half deadr ' 
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Arid by chance there came down a certain priest 
that way : and wlten he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 

And likew^iae a Levite, when he was at the place, 
eame and looked on him, and passed by on the other 
side. 

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was : and when he saw him, he had compas- 
sion on him. 

And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring 
in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, aikl 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 

And on the morrow when he departed, he took out 
two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto 
him, Take care of him ; and whatsoever thou spcndest 
more, when I come again I will repay thee. 

Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neigh> 
bour unto him that fell among thieves ? 

And he said. He that showed mercy on him. Thten 
said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.^' 



1. Who ia meant (y the " lawyer" in this passage ? 

. One of the scribes who studied and taught the law 
of Mosesi 

2. What was the first qaestwn. this lawyer proposed 7 
Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life ? — An 

important question, for an answer to which Christ re< 
feired him to the divine law, which he professed to 
•tttdy. 

* d. What was the second question which this Scrvbe pr^ 
posed to Christ ? 

Who is my neighbour ? And Jesus, answered this 
enquiry by the plain and instructive parable, of the 
good Samaritan. 
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4. What le$ien is the ptarabUqfthe good SmnmUm l»- 
Unded to tewK? 

That every fellow creature in distress is onr neigh* 
hour, thoug^h we may not know him, and thoi::gh he 
may be of a different nation or religion. 

5. What did our Samour intimate hy the cruet conduet 
qf the priest and Levite 7 

That the Jews neglected the command of God, to 
love their neighbours as themselves, dr limited its ex- 
tent by their traditions. That men are apt to hardeti 
their hearts by pride and selfishness, and this under 
the cloak of religion. 

6. What did CkHst intend by reloHng the kindness of 
the good Samaritan 7 

To rebuke the Jews for their bitter hatred of the 
Samaritans and the Gentiles, and to show that the 
duty of compassion should be universally exercised. 

7. How itthe kindness of the Samaritan to the distressed 
traveler particularly descrwed 7 

He had compassion on him, and went to him, and 
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine,"' and 
pet him on his beast, and brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him ; and on the morrow when he depart- 
ed,he took out two-pence,t and gave them to the hdst, 
and said unto him. Take care of him, and whatsoever 
thou spendest more, when I come agaiti I will repay 
thee. (33 to 35.) 



* These beaten together appear to have been used 
by the ancients as a common medicine for fresh woundt. 

t About thirty cents of our money; in a oountiy 
where, robberies might be feared, travellers would not 
•emaioaly take any large sums with them. 
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8. Whick of the three did the lawyer say was netghbaw 
unto him that fell anumg thieves ? 

He that showed mercy on him. 

9. What lesson did Christ then pointedly addreis to the 
lawyer? 

Go and do thou likewise. 

10. What disposiUons are censured hy the parable of the 
good Samaritan ? 

All bigotry, party-zeal, and indifference, which 
harden the heart against any one, of whaterer creed 
or nation, who may be in distress. 

11. What lessons should we learn from the parable of 
the good Samaritan 7 

The duty of compassion, sympathy, and benevolenoe 
to every one who needs our assistance. 



CHAPTER IX. 



THS COVETOUS RICH FOOL. 

Luke xii. 13 to 21. 

•* And one of the company said unto him, Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me. 

And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge 
or a divider over you ? 

And he said unto themi Take heed, and beware of 
dovetousness : for a man's life consisteth.not in tlie 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

Aud he spake a parable unto them, saying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plenti 
fuUy: 
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And he thoug^ht within himself, saying;. What shall 
I do, because I have no room where to bestow my 
fruits ? 

And he said, This will I do : I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater ; and there will I bestow all 
my fruits and my goods. 

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry. 

But God said unto him, Thou fool ! this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee : then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided ? 

So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God." 



1. What is covetousness ? 

Fixing the chief affections on money or earthly pos- 
sessions. 

2. ^re large possessions necessary for our happiness ? 

No : for a man^s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth. — (ver. 16.) 

5, IsU sinfidto berieh? 

Not in itself; but riches are a great temptation to 
covetousness, the love of the world, and the neglect of 
the soul. 

4. Wherein did the sin of this rich man consist 7 
In the abuse of things lawful, through his covetous 
spirit; and in the neglect of things necessary, through 
his disregard to heavenly and eternal blessing?. 

6. HovD did the richman show his real eharaOer ? 
By being only anxious for his own indirigcaa^ and 

boasting of his possessions, instead of acknowle^;ing 
and improving the numerous blessings he had rwoeivS, 
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|»r tin proper uae of which he was acconntabla to 
God. 

6. How did Christ declare the folly pf this rkh num. 7 
Thou fool ! this night thy loul shall be required of 

thee. 

7. la it foolish to' fix our Sections on thia worU? 
Yes : because we know not how soon we maj b« 

called out of it — it may be this very nig'ht; and it is 
the greatest folly to live in this dying world without 
being ^^ rich towards God.*' 

8. Whik life is sojadxngy and earfhly riches so tinccr- 
tokif where snouid um plofne our c^eeMons ? 

Set your affections on things above, not on things on 
the earth. (Col. iii. 2.) Lay up for yourselves tree* 
•uret in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves do sot break thit>ugh nor 
iImI; for where your treasure is, there will your 
hoftrt be also.— (Mat vi. 20, 21.) 
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The Fig-tree of Palestine. 
CHAPTER X. 



THE BARRKir FIG-TREE. 



Luke xiii. 6 to 9. 



" He spake also this parable : A certain man had a 
%-tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and 
sought fruit thereon, and found none. 

Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Be- 
hold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this 
fig-tree, and find none : cut it down ; why cumbereth 
it the ground P 

And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone 
this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it : 
D 
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And if it bear fruit, well : and if not, then after 
that thou ahalt cut it down;'* 



1. What w€LS the object of this parable of the barren fig- 
tree? 

To alarm the Jews, and to excite them to repent- 
ance. 

2. What does God reqxUre of us? 
That we bring forth fruit to his glory. 

5. Is Christ very long-suffering 7 

Yes : he waits from year to year, to see if we bring 
forth fruit, and uses various means to produce this 
eflfect. 

4. Will this'kng-c^ering be always continued 7 
No: if the tree do not bear fruit, it must be cut 
down and cast into the fire ; so, if we despise the long- 
continued mercy of Christ, and his intercession on our 
behalf, we must then certainly perish. 

6. Did the parahle of the barren fig-tree lead the Jews 
to repentanee? 

No : they continued in their sina till the command 
went forth to cut them down, and to destroy them as 
a nation. 

6. WhA Usson shmddwe learn from the parable of the 
barren fig-tree? 

We should adore the long-su£fering compassion of 
Christ, and rejoice in his intercession for us ; we should 
ffieve that we have been so unfruitful; and while 
God is yet sparing us, we should repent of oar sum, 
and bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THS ORSAT SnPPBR. 

Luke xiv. 15 to 24. 

^^ And when one of tIMA that «at at meat with him 
heard these things, he said unto him, Biesied is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. 

Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great 
supper, and bade many : 
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And amii his seryant at supper time to say to them 
that were bidden, Come ; for all things are now ready. 

And they all with one consent began to make ex- 
cuse. The first said unto him^ I have bought a piece 
of ground, and I must needs go and see it : I pray thee 
have me excused. 

And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to prove them : I pray Uiee have me excused. 

And another said, I have married a wife, and there- 
fore I cannot come. 

So that servant came, and showed his Lord these 
things. Then the master of the house, being angry, 
said to his servant. Go out quickly into the streets and 
lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the 
maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 

And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast 
commanded, and yet there is room. 

And the Lord said unto the servant. Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled. 

For I say unto you. That none of those men which 
were bidden shall taste of my supper." 



1. On what occasion was the parable of the great £hip- 
parddioered? 

One of the guests, with whom Christ was dining, 
said, ^ Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the king- 
dom of Grod," referring to the kingdom of the Messiah ; 
and Christ delivered Uiis parable, to reprove the mis- 
taken and worldly notions which the Jews indulged cm 
tills subject. 

2. What does the '* great mtpper'' mean ? 

The gospel feast which Christ has graciously pro- 
vided. 

S. Uai^iid those who were first invited act ? 

They all, with one consent, began to make excuse. 
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4. What was the evit of their conduct ? 

Their excuses showed that they despised Him wh« 
invited them, and all his preparations ; and that they 
were only anxious about the concerns of this world. 

5. Were not their emploifments innocent ? 

Yes, in themselves, but not at this time and on this 
occasion ; the abuse of things lawful, and excessive 
worldly engagements, often harden the heart against 
the invitations of the gospel. 

6. What doet the invUaUon of the poor and diseated to 
the feast intimate ? 

•That when the Jews and the rich of this world had 
rejected the gospel, that the despised Gentiles, and the 
humble poor of this world, would embrace it. 

7. When the guests from the city had entered in, what 
did the servant teU his Master ? 

Yet there is room. The mercy of God is greater 
than our necessities, his compassion is never ex- 
hausted. 

8. What did the Lord then direct his servant to do 7 

To go beyond the city, even into the highways and 
hedges, to press the poor and wretched most earnestly 
to come in.* 

9. What do these representations teach 1 

The bounty and condescension of our gracious Lord ; 
and his willingness, not only to receive all who come 
unto him, but also earnestly to invite poor sinners to 
receive his mercy. 



* It wu a custom among the Jews, wIma a rkh man 
made a fea.«<, to go out and invite in alldestitute tra- 
vellers. 

D 2 
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10. How was the rejection of those who were first itwUed 
afterwwdsfii^iUed ? 

By the casting off of the proud and worldly Jews, 
and the bringing in of the Gentiles into the church of 
Christ, from their state of idolatry, ignorance, and sin. 

11. When we hear the invUoHons of the gospely haw 
"should we act ? 

We should adore the grace of Christ, and at once 
accept his offers with thankfulness and joy. 



CHAPTER XII. 



THB LOST SHEEP* 

Luke XV. 1 to 7.* 

** Then drew near unto him all the publicans and 
■ilineri, for to hear him. 

And the Pharisees and Scribes murmured, sayings. 
This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 

Whfeit man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he 
loM one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in 
the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he 
find it? 

And when be hath found it, he layeth it on his shoul- 
ders, rejoicing. 

And when he oometh home, he caQeth together his 
fiiends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with 
me; lor I have found my sheep which was lost. 

I gay unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven 



* See also Mat. xviii. 11 to 13. 
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over one skitf^r that repenteth, mot's than over ninety 
and nine just persons which need no repentance." 



1. Who were the persons that drew near to Christ, to 
htar him ? 

Publicans (or tax-gatherers) and sinners. 

S. Why did the Pharisees and Scribes nwrmur at Christ 7 
Because he freely received sinners. 

8. What was CkrisVs object in delivering the parable of 
the lost sheep ? 

To censure the proud Scribes and Pharisees, and to 
encourage the sinners who came to Him. 

4. Whom does the lost sheep resembU 7 

A sinner, who strays from God^ — who is heedless of 
his dangper — unable to protect himself— and exposed to 
numerous enemies and evils. 

5. Who is the Shepherd ? 

The Lord Jesus Christ, who pities wandering tin- 
ners, who finds them out, and bring;s them to his fold, 
rejoicing. 

6. What lessons should we learn from the parable of the 
lost sheep ? 

To rejoice in the tender compassion of Christ to 
sinners — to imitate his gracious conduct — and to re- 
member that while all we, like sheep, hare gone astray, 
so we may all return to the Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, assured of his gracious welcome, and of the joy 
with which the hosts of heaven conlemplate every re* 
turning penitent. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 



THE PRODIGAL SOIT. 

LukenY. 11 to 32. 

^^ And he said, A certain man had two sons : 

And the younger of them said to his father, Father, 
give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And 
he divided unto them his living. 

And not many days after the younger son gathered 
all together, and took his journey into a far country, 
and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 

And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty fa- 
mme in that land ; and he began to be in want. 

And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country ; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

And he would fain have filled his belly with the 
husks that the swine did eat : and no man gave unto 
him. 

And when he came to himself, he said, How many 
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luv«d'liM*vsiits of my &ther's hkre bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish with hung^er ! 

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
hhli. Father, I have sinned.ag^ainst heaven, and before 
thee. 

And am no more worthy to be called thy son : make 
me as one of thy hired servants. 

And he arose, and came to his fiither. But when 
he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him. 

And the son said unto him. Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy son. 

But the father said to his servants. Bring forth the 
best robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet : 

And bring hither the &tted calf, and kill it ; and let 
us eat and b« merry : 

For this my son was dead, tmd is alive again ; he 
was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

New his elder son was in the field : and as he came 
and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and 
dancing : 

And he called one of the servants, and asked what 
these things meant. 

And he said unto him. Thy brother is come ; and 
thy father hath killed the fatted cal^ because he hath 
received him safe and sound. 

And he was angry, and would not go in : therefore 
came his &ther out, and entreated him. 

And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any 
time thy commandment : and yet thou never gavest 
me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends : 

But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath 
devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for 
him the fatUd calf. 
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And he said unto him. Son, thou art ever with me, 
and all that I have ia thine. 

It was meet that we should make merry and be glad : 
for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; and 
was lost, and is found." 



1. What was the Prodi^s first sm? 

Leaving his Father's house, and demanding his pro- 
perty ; he who departs from God, will be surely ex- 
pos^ to sin and sorrow. 

2. What was his second sin? 

Wasting his substance with riotous living; sinful 
pleasure destroys property, as well as ruins the soul. 

S. What was the Prodigal's first sorrow ? 

When he had spent all, a mighty fiimine arose, and 
he began to be in want. ^* Wilful waste leads to woe- 
ful want" Worldly pleasures produce a ^^ mighty 
fajuxne" in the soul. 

4. What was his second sorrow ? 

He was hired as a servant, and sent into the fields 
to feed swine ; a most base and disgusting employment, 
especiaUy in the opinion of a Jew. Sin leads to slave- 
ry, shame, and degradation. 

5. What was his third sorrow? 

He was so oppressed by want, that he would fain 
have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did 
eat, and no man gave unto him. The husks could no 
more satisfy the human appetite, than the pleasurea 
of sense and sin can satisfy the rational soul. Profli- 
gates feel no compassion for the sorrows of those who 
once were their companions in riotous living. 

6. What were the tignsqf the ProdtgaPsrepefOmice? 
He came to himself— lie saw his lolly and madiiMi 
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— 4ie thought of his Father's house^and he was sensi- 
ble of his own perishing coDdition. Thus must we 
think of the heavenly Father whom we have offended, 
and meditate on our ways, and mourn over our sins. 

7. What was the Prodigal's resohUi4m ? 

** I will arise, and go to my Father." Thus, a sense 
of our sins should lead us to God, and never drive us 
firom him. We at once acknowledge our aggi*avated 
offences, and assure ourselves of a gracious pardon, 
when we considered Grod as our Father. His love at 
once makes our sense of guilt deeper, and our hope of 
pardon greater. 

8. What prayer did the Prodigal rtsotve to present to 
hisFatker? ^ 

Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
thee, and am no more woithy to be called thy son ; 
make me as one of thy hired servants. 

9. What sphit does this prayer show ? 

Deep penitence — sincere self-abasement — earnest 
entreaty-^-and glimmering hope. 

10. Did the Prodigal delay in applying to kis Father? 
No : his wants were too pressing — he arose at once, 

and came to his Father. Thus, a proper sense of our 
own g^lt will urge us to apply, without delay, to 
Christ, for the pardon of our sins. 

11. ^s the Prodigal appeared, how did his Father re- 
eeioehim? 

When he was yet a great way ofi^ his Father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neek, 
and kissed him. — (ver. 20.) 

IS. Did (he Prodigal now remtmher his hmMeproifer? 

Tea, he began it : but his Father would not allow 

him to finish it ; but interrupting him, immediately 

~ his serrants, ** Bring forth the best robe. 
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and put it on him ; and pu£ a rin*^ on his hand, a&d 
shoes on his feet : and bring hither the fatted calf; and 
kill it ; and let us eat and be merry : for this my son 
was dead, and is alive again } he was lost, and is ibund.** 
— (ver. 22, 23, 24.) 

IS. What should this conduct of the Father teach us 7 
That God is willing to forgive all returning peni- 
tents; and not only to pardon them, but to>aaDotify 
them, to support them^ and to bless them, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, whose blood cleanseth from all sin. 

14. What was the scene relative to the elder brother 
intendedto teach? 

That the self-righteous Scribes and Pharisees were 
blameable in abusing Christ for receiving publicans 
and sinners''' — ^tnat repentance and remission of sins 
would be granted to sinners of the Gentiles, as well aa 
of the Jews — and that we should always rejoice in thft 
return of every penitent, to that God whom he has 
offended. 



* See ver. I and 2. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE UNJUST STEWARD. 

Luke xvi. 1 to 13. 

^ And he said also unto his disciples. There was a 
eerUdn rich man which had a steward ; and the same 
was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods. 

And he called him, and said unto him. How is it that 
I hear this of thee ? give an account of thy stewardship ; 
for thou mayest be no longer steward. 

Then the steward said within himself. What shall 1 
do, for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship? 
I cannot dig ; to beg I am ashamed. 

I am resolyed what to do, that, when I am put out 
of the stewardship, they may receive me into their 
houses. 

So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto 
him, and said unto the first, How much owcst thou 
unto my lord ? 
E 
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And he said, An hundred measures of oil.* And he 
said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, 
and write fifty. 

Then said he to another, And how much owest thou ? 
And he said, An hundred measures of wheatt And he 
said unto him. Take thy bill, and write fourscore. 

And the lord commended the unjust steward, because 
' he had done wisely : for the children of this world are 
in their generation wiser than the children of light. 

And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of 
the mammon:^ of unrighteoushess ; that, when ye &i], 
they may receive you into everlasting habitations. 

He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful 
also in much : and he that is unjust }x\ the least is un- 
just also in much. 

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the un- 
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trust 
the true ridies ? 

And if ye have not been fiiithful in that which is 
another man's, who shall give you that which is your 
own? 

No servant can serve two masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other ; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon." 



1. Wkokiia&itvDistdl 

A man who manages the domestic concerns, or looks 
after the fields, business, and property of his Master. 

* A measure of oil is calculated to be seven gallons, 
two quarts, and half a pint. 

t A measure of wheat is calculated to be eight 
bushels and a half. 

:|: Mammon means riches. 
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' 2. How did the unjust Steward try to take care of biiMd/? 
By settling the accounts of his Master's debtors at ' 
leas than they really were, he hoped to make them his 
friends, and to secure their assistance when he lost his 
place. 

S. Who is the " lord" that commended the conduct of the 
unjust Steward ? 

His own master : not the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. What was this Master^ s reason for commending the 
unjust Steward 7 

Because he had taken good care of himself, and 
showed much cunning and contrivance ; for the chil- 
dren of this world are, in their generation (or affairs 
of this life), wiser than the chil(&en of light : that is, 
they pay a more vigilant regard to their own temporal 
interests, than we do to spiritual and eternal blessings. 

5. What is the object of the parable of the unjust Steward? 
To show the right use of worldly enjoyments, and 

to urge us to great zeal, decision, and activity in the 
pursuit of spiritual blessings.^ 

6. How are we required to improve worldly property and 
the means of grace ? 

" As good stewards of the manifold grace of God." 
^(l Peter iv. 10.) Riches when properly improved 
are a blessing to their possessor and others ; but when 
abused, they produce present evil and everlasting ruin. 

7. Is fidelity required in the least, as well as in the great- 
est concerns f 

Yes : for " He that is fiiithful in that which is least, 
is faithful also in much ; and he that is unjust in the 
least, is unjust also in much." — (ver. 10.) 

8. Can we serve two nteh opposite mooters as God and 
the world at tlu same ti/ine 7 

No servant can serve two masters ; for either he will 

Digitized by Google 



52 

hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to 
the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon. 

9. WhatarethedutiestmghtbytheparaHeofihevnjust 
Steward 7 

A wise regard to spiritual and eternal blessings — a 
right improvement of worldly property— feithfulnesa— 
and the dedication of our hearts entirely to God. 

10. What are the sins forbidden by the parable of the 
unjust Steward ? 

All injustice — ^neglect of true riches or spiritual 
blessings — ^the abuse of worldly property — and ** covc- 
tousness, which is idolatry." — (Col. iii. 5.) 




CHAPTER XV. 



TBIC RICH MAN AVO LAZARUS. 

Luke xvi. 19 to 31. 
^* There was a certain rich man, which was clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and (ared sttmpCaously ever j 
day; 
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And there was a certain begg;ar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs whieh fell 
from the rich man''s table : moreover, the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 

And it came to pass that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom : the rich 
man also died, and was buried ; 

And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, 
and aeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bo- 
som: 

And he cried and said. Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my fongue ; for I 
am tormented in this flame. 

But Abraham said. Son, remember that thou in thy 
life-time rcceivedst thy good things, and likewise 
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented. 

And beside all tliis, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed : so that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot ; neither can they pass to us that 
would come from thence. 

Then he said, 1 pray thee thierefore^father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father's house ; 

For I have five brethren, that he may testify unto 
tltem, lest they also come into this place of torment. 

Abraham eaith unto him^ They have Moses and the 
prophets ; let them hear them. 

And he said, Nay, father Abraham : but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

And he said unto him. If they hear not Moses ^d 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though 
one rose from the dead." 
E 2 
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1. To whom was the pm-ahU of the rich man and La- 
zctna spoken 7 

To the covetous and d^ridiiig^ Pharisees, (verse 
14th.) 

2. What was the difference in the situation of these two 
men white Umng ? 

The rich man possessed all worldly pleasures, and 
fixed his affections on them ; but Lazarus was poor, 
hung^, diseased, and friendless, yet pious. 

S. What event happened to both? 
The beggar died ; the rich man also died, and was 
buried. 

4. What became of the beggar 7 

Though he was poor as to this world, yet being rich 
in fiiith, he was carried by the angels to Abraham's bo- 
som, to enjoy the happiness of heaven. 

5. What became of the rich worldling ? 

In hen he lifted up his eyes, being in torment. 

6. Whom did this rich sinner see 7 

He seeth Abraham ajSir ofi^ and Lazarus in his bo- 
som ; thus when he compared the happiness of him 
who had so lately been a beggar at his gates, with his 
own present misery, his anguish was increased. 

7. For what did the rich man ask 7 

For any reliei; even the smallest he would consider 
a great mercy. ' 

8. Ofwhat did Jlhraham remind him 7 

That he had possessed and abused the enjoyments 
of life, with which he had been richly favoured, and 
that there was now a gulf fixed between them which 
could not be passed. 
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9. Since the wkeruof this rich sinner vias ihajixedt 
whiA fmcur did he ask for his hrtthren 7 

That Lazarus m%ht be sent to warn them against 
liyingp as he had done, lest they also should come into 
this place of torment, and reproach each other as com- 
panions in sin and misery. 

10. What dots Abraham reply ? 

He refers to the Scriptures as a sufficient g^ide, and 
adds, ** If they hear not Moses and the prophets, nei- 
ther will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead." (31st verse.) 

1 1. Can we judge cerrecUy nf any perswCs charaeUr hy 
worldly drcumslanees ? 

No : for the pious are often poor, and the wicked are 
often rich, and we are told to ^^ jud^e nothing before 
the time." (1 Cor. 4, 6.) 

12. When Vfe Ud surprised al the prosperity of the 
wicked, and the t^ictwns of the rigfUeous^ what should we 
consider? 

We should consider that '* the prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them" (1 Prov. 32,) and that their abuse 
of the bounties of God brings on them weighty con- 
demnation and everlasting misery ; but the afflictions 
of the righteous arc for their good, and, through divine 
grace, work out for them a far more exce^ing and 
eternal weight of glory. 

IS. What will the discoveries iff eternity prove ? 
That unsanctified prosperity is a heavy curse, and 
sanctified affliction an unspeakable blessing. 

14. When a Christian is exposed toqffUetion and perte- 
ciUion, what is his consolation ? 

^^ Heaven will make amends for all."'- 



"^ The words of a dying martyr. 
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15. WiU pious ancestors secure our everlasting happi- 
ness ? 

No : for the rich sinner in hell called Abraham his 
Father. 

16. Would those wfw despise or neglect the Scriptures 
be convinced by a miracle ? 

No : because they hate and disobey the commands 
of God ; we sec a proof of this in the unbelief and 
rage of the Jews, when the other Lazarus was raised 
from the dead, (See the 11th of John.) 




CHAPTER XVI. 

THJB IMPORTITNATE WIDOW. 

Luke xviii. 1 to 8. 

" And he spake a parable unto them to this end, 
that men ought always to pray, and not to faint : 

Saying, there was in a city a judge, which feared 
not God, neither regarded man : 

And there was a widow in that city ; and she came 
unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 
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And he would not fi>r a while : but aflerwurd he 
said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor re- 
gard man ; 

Yet, because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge 
her, lest by her continual coming, she weary me. 

And the Lord said. Hear what the unjust judge 
saith. 

And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry 
-day and night unto him, though he bear long with 
them? 

I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Ne- 
vertheless, when the Son of man cometh, shall he fiad 
faithon the earth?" 



1 . What is the parahle of the importunate widow tntetut- 
ed to teach ? 

That men ought always to pray, andnot tofiiint; 
that is, we should not cease from prayer, thou|^h we 
do not seem to be answered, and though afflictions 
should come upon us. 

2. What did the widow require of this magistrate ? 

Necessary justice, not revenge against him who had 
injured her. 

3. How did the wijust judge at first treat the widow ? 
He would not for a while attend to her case, be- 
cause he feared not God nor regarded man. 

4. Did the widow repeat her applications ? 

Tes : she went to him continually, and at last she 
obtained the justice that she so perseveringly sought. 

5. How does Christ here teach us by way ofeoniraai ? 

That if an unjust judge was at last induced to hear 
a poor widow, shall not the just and merciful God 
avenge his own elect which cry day and night unto 
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him, thoagh he bear long with them ? I tell you that 
he will avenge them speedily. 

6. WJuA lessons should we learn from the parable of the 
importunate widow ? 

To pray without ceasing ; to be instant in prayer ; 
in every thing by prayer and supplication to make our 
requests known unto God. 

7, How should we act if our prayers appear not to be 
answered ? 

We should become more importunate, while we re- 
member that God alone knows the best time, and the 
best way, to answer our prayers, and that his mercy 
cannot foil. 
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CHAPTER XVir. 



THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN. 

Luke xviii. 9 to 14. 

*^And he spake this parable unto certain which 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others : 

Two men went up into the temple to pray ; the one 
a pharisee, and the other a publican. 

The pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself: 
God, I thank thee that I am not as other men are, ex- 
tortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this pub- 
lican: 

I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I 
possess. 

And the publican, standing afar off, would not lifl 
up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon 
his breast, sa3ring, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

I tell you. This man went down to his house justi- 
fied rather than the other : for every one that exalteth 
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himself shaB be abased ; and he that humbleth hqa- 
selfahall be exalted." 



1. To toftom vias the parable of the Pharisee and Pvk- 
licaa ad^essed ? 

Unto certain which trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised otliers. 

2. When the Pharisee ment into the temple, how Md he 
stand ? 

He stood by himself, as if to intimate to the publican : 
^^ Stand by thyself, come not near to me, for I am ho- 
lier than thou." (Isa. Ixv. 6.) 

3. How did the Pharisee pray ? 

He thanked God that he was not vicious like other 
men, especially **as this publican," whom he tho- 
roughly despised; and then he boasted of his own 
strict attention to the rites of Jewish worship. 

4. What is there observable in the Pharisees prayer ? 
He was- right in thanking God, but wrong in boast- 

ii^ of himself, and in condemning others to exalt him- 
self. 

5. How did the piiUtcon act 7 

He stood afar off, sensible of his unwortfainess ; he 
would not so much as lift up his eyes to heaven to a 
holy God; but he smote on his breast as a proof of 
his deep contrition. 

8. What waa the pubUeanU prayer ? 
God be merciiul to me a sinner. 

7. How does Christ deeiare that the pubUean was at- 
eepted? 

1 tell you. This man went down to bis house justi- 
fied rather than the other : for every one that exaHefh 
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himself shall be abased, and he that hunibleth himself 
shall be exalted. 

8. What evils are censured in the parable of the pharisee 
and publicm ? 

All pride, boasting, and contempt of others, and all 
dependance on our own observances or excellencies 
for salvation. 

9. What duties are enforced by the parable of the phari- 
see and publican ? 

Repentance, humility, self-renunciation, and entire 
dependance on the mercy of God, through the atone- 
ment of Christ, for the pardon of our sins and the sal- 
vation of our souls. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP. 

John X. 1 to 18. 

" Verily, verily^ I say unto you, He that entereth 
not by the door into the sheep-fold, bat climbeth up 
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 

But he that entereth in by the door ia the shepherd 
of the sheep. 

To him Uie porter openeth : and the sheep hear his 
voice; and he calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeUi them out. 

And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him; for they 
know his voice. 

And a sfrang^er will they not follow, but will flee 
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 

This parable spake Jesus unto them : but they un- 
derstood not "^at things they were which he spake 
unto them. 
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Then said Jesus unto them again, Veriljr, rerily, 
I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

All that ever came before me are thieves and rob- 
bers : but the sheep did not hear them. 

I am the door : by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, 
and tq destroy : I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly. 

I am the good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth 
his life for tilie sheep. 

But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, 
whose own the sheep ai'e not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: t^nd the wolf 
catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 

The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and 
careth not for the sheep. 

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine. 

As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Fa- 
ther : and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

And other sheep J have, which are not of this fold : 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; 
and there shaU be one fold, and one shepherd. 

Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 
down my life that I might take it again. 

No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of my- 
self. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This commandment have 1 received 
of my Father.'* 



1. Who is meant by the akepherd? 

The Lord Jesus Christ : faithful Christian ministers 
are alto called shepherds, who enter on their office 
through Christ, " the door." 
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9, Who are meant by the sheep? 

The humble, holy and obedient disciples of Christ. 

9. Who are meant by the false thepherds 7 

The Scribes and Pharisees, and all teachers who op- 
pose Christ and act from improper motives and world- 
ly gain ; but they are hirelings, and care not for the 
flock. 

4. How do the sheep regard the true shepherd ? 

They hear his voice ; and he calleth his own sheep 
by name, and leadeth them out ; and when he putteth 
forth* his own sheep, he goeth before them,t and tlM 
sheep follow him ; for they know his voice, (verses 
3, 4.) 

5. How do the sheep regard false shepherds ? 

A stranger w91 they not follow, but will flee from 
him; for they know not the voice of strangen. 
(verse 5.) 

6. Does Christ say that he is tdso like the door of the fold ? 

I am the door, by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture, 
(verse 9.) 

7. What blessings did Christ say that he came to bestow 
on his sheep ? 

I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly, (verse 10.) 



* Leadeth them out from the fold. 

t It was the custom in eastern countries for the 
shepherd to go at the head of his sheep, and they fol« 
lowed him from pasture tcx pasture. 
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8. How ad Christ declare himself to be the good shep- 
herd? ^ 

, 1 am the good shepherd ; the g^ood shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep, (verse 11.) 

9. Do the sh^herd and the sheep know and love each 
other? 

Yes : Christ sa)r8, ** I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine." (verse 14.) 

10. How did Christ refer to the fjock which he had 
among the GentUes ? 

Other sheep I have which are not of this fold : them 
also I must bring ; and they shall hear my voice, and 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd, (verse 16.) 

11. How did Christ say that he vobmtarily laid down his 
Hfe for his sheep?. 

No man taketh it from me ; but I lay it down of my- 
self : I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again, (verse 18.) 

12. How did Christ afterwards further refer the Jews to 
this parable? 

Ye believe not because ye are not of my sheep, as I 
said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me, and I give unto them eter- 
nal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. My Father which 
gave them me is greater than all, and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 1 and my 
Father are one. (26 to 30 verses.) 

13. Gioa a sketch of the character of Christ as a good 
shepherd. 

He enters in the right way " by the door ;" he 
knows and calls his own sheep by name ; he goes be- 
fore and leads them out in^o his pastures ; he gath- 
ers them into one fold; he lays down his life for 
the sheep ; he gives unto them eternal life, and they 
F2 
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shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of his hand. 

14. Give a sketch of the character of Christ's sheep. 

They hear the Shepherd's voice ; they know him ; 
they follow him, and not strangers ; they are saved by 
him ; they feed in his pastures ; they are faithful and 
persevering ; tliey are for ever safe in their Shepherd's 
hand. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



THE LABOURERS IS THE VINEYARD. 

Mat, XX. 1 to 16. 

^ The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is 
Tin householder, which went out early in the moming 
to hire labourers into his vineyard. 
' And when he had agreed with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he sent t^em into his vineyard. 
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And he went out about the third hour, (9 in the 
mornings) and saw others standing idle in the market- 
place. 

And said unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard ; 
and whatsoever is right, I will give you. And they 
went their way. 

Again he went out about the sixth (12 o^eloek) and 
ninth hour, (3 in the afternoon) and did likewise. 

And about the eleventh hour (5 in the aflemomn.) he 
went out, and found others standing idle, and saith 
unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idleP 

They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. 

He saith unto them. Go ye also into the vineyard ; 
and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. 

So when even {or So^elock) was come, the lord of the 
vineyard saith unto his steward. Call the labourers, 
and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto 
the first. 

And 'when they came that were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. 

But when the first came, they supposed that they 
should have received more ; and they likewiBe receiv- 
ed every man a penny. 

And wheVi they had received it, they murmured 
against the good man of the house. 

Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and 
thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne 
the burden and heat of the day. 

But he answered one of them^ and said. Friend, I do 
thee no wrong : didst thou not agree with me for a 
penny ? 

Take that thine is, and go thy way : and I will give 
unto this last even as unto thee. 

Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine 
own ? Is thine eye evil because I am good ? 

So the last shall be first, and the fin t last : for many 
be called, but few choien.'' 
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1. Who U meant hy the hmutkolder? 
The Lord Jeeus Christ. 

2. What is meant Ity the vineyard ? 
The church of Christ 

5. Who are meant by tke labourers? 

Those who are called by Christ, and placed in his 
church to labour for him. 

, 4. What is meant by the different hours 7 

The different times at which the Jews and Grentiles, 
or diffisrent individuals, are called into the church of 
God to become labourers for him. 

6. What is the a$nount of the" penwt^ here mentioned ? 
About fourteen cents — ^the common rate of wages 

in ancient times, and more than is now paid in some 
eastern countries. 

•• Who are meantby the Jwrsl labourers? 

The Jews, who were first placed in the church of 
God, and who therefore despised the Gentiles, and 
murmured against the goodness of God towards sinners 
of the Gentiles. 

7. Whatinmrooement did Christ make of the parable <sf 
ihelabourers tn the vineyard ? 

The last shall be first, and the first last : for many 
1m called, but few chosen, (verse 16.) 



That it is our duty to labour for God. That God 
hM a right to bestow his fovours as he pleases ; that 
we should not be envious of others, but should rejoice 
in every addition to the church of Christ; that we 
should strive earnestly to improve our superior privi- 
leges; that the day of life is short, and that we shovld 
keep its end habitually in view. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



THjp: TEN POUNDS AND THE TEN SERVANTS. 

Luke xix. 12 to 27. 

'* A certain nobleman went into a far country to re- 
ceive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 

And he called his ten servants, and delivered them 
tcnjpounds, and said unto them. Occupy till I come. 

But his citizen^ hated him, and sent a message after 
him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over 

OS. 

And it came to pass, that when he was returned, 
having received the kingdom, then he commanded 
these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had 
given the money, that he might know how milch eve- 
ry mah had gained by trading. L. 

Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound ha% 
gained ten pounds. 
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And he tiiid unto hjm, Well, thou good Btfvnnt : 
because thou hast been faithful in a very little, hav» 
thou authority over ten cities. 

And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath 
gained five pounds. 

And he said likewise to him. Be thou also over five 
cities. 

And another came, saying. Lord, behold, here is thy 
pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin : 

For I fe£u:ed thee, because thou art an austere man : 
thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reap- 
est that thou didst not sow. 

And he said unto him, Out of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou kneweet 
that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not 
down, and reaping that I did not sow : 

Wherefore then gavcst not thou my money into the 
bank, that at my coming I might have required my 
own with usury ? 

And he said unto them that stood by. Take irom 
him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 

(And Uiey said unto him. Lord, he hath ten pounds.) 
' For I say unto you. That unto every one which 
hath shall be given ; and from that hath not, even that 
he hath shall be taken aWay from him. 

But those mine enemies, which would not that I 
should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them 
before me.*' 



L On what occasion V)as the parable of the ten pound* 



A«. Christ was approaching Jerusalem, to caution 
ibe J«ws against their mistaken ideas of Meuiah's 
kiqgdoiii. 
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S» Whai Hd thit noHeman etUnut to hU terfMrnti whtn 
heUfttkm? 

He delivered them ten pounds,"' at^ said utito thenit 
Occupy till I come. 

S. Who are meant hy the " cUizens ?" 
The Jews who rejected Christ. 

4. When the nobleman returned, how did he reckon with 
hia servants ? 

He required an account o( the use they had madtf 
of his money. 

5. How did the nobleman treat his diligent and obedient 
tvnants? 

He rewarded them ; and especially that " good ser- 
vant" who had been the most diligent. 

6. How did the " wicked'^ servant act 7 

He kept his lord^s money in a napkin, and then to 
excuse himself, he charged his righteous master with 
being an '^ austere man." 

7. What did the nchUfman reply to tlUs daring qffiender ? 

Ha condemned him out of his omth mouth as a sloth- 
ful and wicked servant, and took from'hiih the money 
which he had neglected to improve, and gave it to ^ 
most diligent servant. 

8. What remark did the no^Uman make whm ho had 
dane^this 7 

I say unto you. That unto every one whidi hath 
shall be^given, and from him which hath not even that 
he hath shall be taken away from him, (verse Sdth.) 



* The ''ten pounds" are oalculatad to b« abofHt 
eleven hundred and ten dollars of our nont/. 
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9. What puwhknienl did Ihia prince vnJHet on the eiff- 
tina who rejtcted him ? 

He ordered them to be slain. 

10. Whom does ikenobleman or prince represent 7 
Christ who came from heaven to earth ; who was re- 
jected by the Jews ; who will call all his servants to an 
account; and who will triumph over all his enemies, 
and receive the kingdom prepared for him of his Fa- 
ther. 

11. What should this rtccount of the servants teach us ? 
That Christ requires us to improve all his bounties, 

«speciaUy the gospel, with great diligence; that he 
will come again and caU us to give up our account ; 
and that he will abundantly reward the fidthful, and 
surely punish the slothful, according to their deeds. 

12. Were the Jews punished 7 

Tes: the Jews who despised this and other gracious 
warnings of Christ were awfully punished ;* and how 
ifaall we escape if we neglect so great salvation ? (Heb. 
ii. 3.) 



* Suio^tnd (^the \9th chapter of Luke. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



TRE^TWO SONS. 

Matt. xxi. 28 to 32. 

** But what think ye ? A certain man had two sons ; 
and he came to the first, and said. Son, go work to«day 
in my vineyard. 

He answered and said, I will not ; bat afterward he 
repented, and went. 

And he came to the secon^ and said li](«W]se. And 
he answered and said, I go, sir ; and went not 

Whether of them twain did the will of hia fathir? 
They say onto him. The first. Jesm saith unto ^im^ 
Verfly I say unto you. That the pnblieaiMi and th« 
harlots go into the ^ngdom of God before you. 

For John came unto you in the way of nghteoui- 
ness, and ye believed him not ; but the publicans and 
the hai'lots believed him : and ye, when ye had seen 
it, repented not afterward, that ye m^t belieT* 
him. 

G 
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1. To whmp^ was the parable of the two sens delivered ? 
To ihe.chief priests and elders in the temple. 

2. Wha( persons were meant 6y the first son 7 

Those who had but few privileges, and who at first 
disobeyed Qod; the Gentiles are probably referred to. 

8b Whaipgrscns were meant by the second son 7 
Those Jews, who ma(Je nlany professions of zeal and 

activity in the service of God, but yet neglected their 

duty to H^ and rejected Christ. 

4. Hwo was the conduct of the self-righteous and hypo- 
€riikdjewsjcensured.7 

• Christ said that the publicans and harlots who be^ 
liffMd and repented, entered the Idn^om of Grod be- 
toe these boasting professors, who despised and per« 
1 the Son of God. 



6. What UstonSi shmdd we learn from the parable of the 
4100 sons 7 

We should repent of our past disregard to the com- 
Bianda of God ; we shoubli work oht oar own Hdration 
Vith iear aiicb^^aml|ting, for it is God that worketh in 
wt to will'iw to do of his eood pleasure ; and we 
^«ld FiBief9^ that all profeuions are vain which 
•rt not fidIo«N$d by obedience. 
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CHAPTER XXH. 

THE WICKED HUSBANDMEN.* 



/ MalLxxi. Mark xii, Lukejtx. 

*>* There wais a certain householder which planted a 
vineyard^, and hedged it round about, and digged a 
winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a iar country for a long 
time. And at the season when the time of the fruit 
drew near, he sent his serv|uits to the hosbandmen that 
they mi^ht receive from the husbandmen of the fruit 
of the vmeyard.t And the husbandmen caught fais 
servants, and beat one, and sent him away empty, and 
killed another, and stoned another. And. again he 
sent unto them other servants more than the first, and 
they did unto them likewise: and at him whow^as 
the chief they cast stones, and wounded him in the 
head, and sent him away shamefully handled and 
empty. And again he sent another the third time, 
and him they wounded also, and cast him out, kod 
killed: and many others, beating some and killing 
some. 

Then said the Lord of the vineyard. What shall I 
do? I will send my son. Having yet therefore one 
son, his well-beloved, he ^ent him also last of all unto 
them, saying. It may be they will reverence my son 
when they see him. But when the husbandmen saw 



* I have formed the accounts of the three Evange- 
lists into one. 

t Anciently the rent Was paid by a part of the, pro- 
duce, a practice still pursued in some parts of the 
world. 
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fbt ton thejr reasoned among themselves, saying, this is 
the heir, come let us kill him^ and let us seize on his 
inheritance, that it may be ou^s. Ajid they caught 
him and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. 

When the Lord therefore- of the vineyard cometh, 
what will he do unto those husbandmen f They say 
unto lum, He will miserably destroy those wicked 
Uen, aiid will let outhis vineyard unto other hjisband* 
men which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 
^sos said, he shall come and destroy these husband- 
men, and shall give the vinfeyard to others. Therefore 
I say unto you. The kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. And when they heard it they said, 
Godlwrbid. " 



1. Who are meant by the householder and his smi ? 
God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Who were jtht husbandmen? 

The Jews, and especially their teachers and rulers. 

5. Whtttisthevineyiord? 

The Jewish church and country, on which God con- 
ferred peculiar favours and privileges. 

4. Who were the servants ? 

The prophets and teachers whom God sent, from 
time to time, to his professing people. 

6. How were these prophets treated 7 

Some were despised and persecuted, others were 
slain, and none of them obtained those fruits which the 
Lord of the vineyard had a right to demand. 

6. Whom did the Lord of the vmeuard at last resolve to 
send? 

His only and well-beloved son. In the fuhiess of 
time JesQs Christ was sent into the world. 
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7. flow (fid (Ae Au46an<2m«n oc/ to &» 5o»i 

They caug^ht hiihi and cast him out of the vineyard, 
and slew him : thus, in a short time after, the Jews 
seized and crucified the only^>begotten Son of God. 

8. What pun«5Am«nt.toa5tAreirten«(2ag(m»ttAeM wick- 
ed Auskmdmm ? 

The lord of the vineyard shall come and destroy 
th^ husbandmen, .and shall. give the vineyard to 
others : thus the kmgdom of God was taken away 
from the Jews, and was received by the Gentiles, and 
to this day their city and their country are possessed 
toy strangers. 

9. Whai should^ tfUs parable of the toiekid husbandmen 
tenehus? 

To take heed lest we fall " after the same exam- 
ple of unbelief" as the Jews; (Heb. iv. 11.) to watch 
and pray lest our superior privileges should hereafter 
rise up in judgment against us ; to labour diligently 
for our divine Master ; and to bring f<nrth those fruits 
of love, and obedience, and righteousness, which Christ 
requires of Xfa, 



Q2 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



THE MAN WHO HAD NOT THE WEDDINfi-OAB* 

MBNT.* 

Mai. xxii. 1 to 14. 

^* And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by 
parables, and said. 

The longdom of heaven is like unto a certain king;, 
which made a marriage for his son. 

And sent forth hia servants to call them that were 
bidden to the wedding : and they would not come. 

Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, tell thtoi 
which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner; 
my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things ara 
ready : come unto the marriage. 

But they made light of it, and went their ways, oii« 
to his fiurm, and another to his merchandise : 

And the remnant took his servants, and entreated 
them spitefully, and slew them. 

But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: 
and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those mur- 
derers, and burned up their city. 

Then saith he to hu servants. The wedding is ready, 
but they which were bidden were not. worthy. 

Go ye, therefore, into the highways ; and as many 
as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 

So thoee servants went out into the highways, and 
gathered together all, as many as th^ found, both bad 
and good: and the wedding was furnished with guesti. 



* This parable is, in part, similar to that of the 
Great Supper ; and therefore we shall chiefly dwell 
on the additional circunutances that it contains. 
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And Wh^n the king cAme in to see the g;uests, he saw 
there a man which had not on a wedding-garment: 

And he saitb.unto him, Friend, how earnest thou in 
hither, not having a wedding-garment ? And he was 
speechless. 

Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand 
and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there shall be weepin? and gnashing of 
teeth. 

For many are called, but few are chosen." 



1. Who were memt by the Kins and his Son ? 
God the Father, and Jesus Christ. 

. 4. Who were meant by those who had been bidden to the 
/east ? ^ 

- The Jews, who made light of Christ's invitations, 
and persecuted his disciples.''' 

$• Who were meant by the servants ? 
The preachers of the gospel, who were sent forth to 
deliver the invitations of Christ. 

4. How are the ehairacters of those who reject Christ 
here described 7 

They are the negligent, who make light of his invi- 
tation ; the worldly, who care for nothing but gain ; 
and the openly wicked, who persecute his servants. 

5. To what does the punishment of these persecutors 
refer ? 

To the destruction of Jerusalem, after the Jews had 
rejected Christ, and persecuted his disciples. 



. * In the Eastvto refuse an invitation to a marriage- 
'feafst, is deemed a great affront ; and by some, a breach 
of the law of God. 
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6. Did tht king provide suitable garments far the use of 
his guests? 

Yes : this was the custom in the East ; and he who 
did not appear in the saitable dress prepared for the 
occasion, openly insulted the master of the feast. 

7. What does the weddingrgarment mean ? 

The righteousness of the saints, of which, clean and 
white fine linen was the emblem. — (See, Rev. xi^L. 8.) 

8. When the guest^ who had no vjedding-garment, wa» 
asked the cause of this negieet, a/uld he excuse himself 7 

No: he was speechlessi and. thus will every im- 
penitent sinner appear at last, ^* without exct&e." 

9. From the punishment-Jof'this ungratejid guest^ what 
obsertaHon does Christ make 7 . 

Many are called, but few chosen. 

10. What lesson should we learn from this deelaroHon 
of Ch^st? 

That to be called a friend, <)r g^^t, of Christ, is not 
sufficient ; for, without holiness, no man shall see the 
Lord : and that we should examine ourselves whether 
we are in the &ith. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

T9K TEN VIRGINS. 

Mai, zxv. 1 to 13. 

'' Then shall the kingdom of Heaven be likened 
unto ten vii^^ins, which took their lamps, and went 
forth to meet the bridegroom. 

And five of them were wise, and five were iboliafa. 

They that were foolish took their lamps, and tooik 
no oil with them : 
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But the wise took oil in their vessels ^with their 
lamps. ^ 

While the bridegroom tarried, they all' slumbered 
and slept. 

And at midnight there was a cry made. Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet him. 

Then qll those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps.' 

And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your 
oil ; for our lamps are gone out. 

But the wise answered*, saying. Not so; lest there 
be not enough for us and yon ; but go ye rather to 
them that'sell, and buy for yourselves. 

And- while they went to buy, the bridegroom came ; 
and they that nsjere ready went in with him to the 
marriage : and the door iwas shut. 

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us. 

, But he answered and said. Verily I say unto you, I 
know you not. 

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour wherein the Son of man cometh." 



1. What eastern cuttoms explain the scenery of this pa- 
roHe of the ten virgins T 

In the East marriage-feasts are celebrated by night — 
the bridegroom is accompanies! by a procession of his 
friends with lighted lamps — ^and splendid entertain- 
ments are given on the occasion. 

2. Who are metaU by the persons in this parable 7 
The bridegroom is Christ, and the virgins are the 

professors of religion. 

3. How did the five foolish vir^tiM act ? 

They took their lamps, but did not take a supf^^of 
oil to replenish them. 
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4. How did the wise vvrgin^ act 7 

They considered that they might have to wait, and 
prUd^fttly took enough oil in their vessels to sapply 
their lamps ; yet even they appear to have heeii un- 
watchful. 

5. WMU aU the virgins slumbered and slept,. what' lup- 



There was a cry made. Behold the Bridegroom 
Cometh ; go ye out to meet him, 

6. How did the wise pirgins then act? 
They arose and trimmed their landps, and joined the 
procession, and went in to the marriag^feaat. 

7. . How were the foolish tirgws situtded ? 

Their lamps wer^ gone out; they were left in dark- 
ness"^ and their qoinpanions conld not assist them ; and, 
while they went to buy oil, tlie bridegroom came, re- 
ceived them -that were, ready, and then fiistened the 
door, 

8. iVhen the five fooUsh virgins at lettgih armed at 
^ door, what did they say 7 

They piteously entreated to be admitted. Lord, 
Lord, open to us. 

9. What did the Bridegroom reply to these virgins 7 
Verily, I say unto you, I know you not. 

10. What lesson does Christ teach hy the parable of the 
ten virgins ? 

Wateh, therefore, for ye know neither the day, nor 
the hour, wherein the Son of man cometh. 

11. What evUs are censtared.by the parable of the /m 
virgins? 

Carelessness, folly, delay, and the neglect of our 
eternal interests, while all things here are so uncertain. 
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12. What duties are taught by the parable of the ten 
virgins? 

Wisdom, watchfulness, and constant preparation for 
the chang^es of life, and the approach of .death and 
judgement. 




CHAPTER XXV. 



THE TALENTS. 

The parable of the Ten Pounds and the Ten Servants is 
very sirnUar to this, and will iUustrate its principal points. 

Mat. XXV. 14 to 30. 

^^ For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling; 
into a far country, who called his own servants, and 
delivered unto them his groods. 
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And unto one he gave five talents, to another tVo, 
and to another one ; to every man according to his 
several ability ; and stiaightway took his journey. 

Then he that received the five talents went and 
traded with the same, and made them other five 
talents. 

And likewise he that had received two, he also 
gained other two. 

But he that had received one went and digged in 
the earth, and hid his lord's money. 

After a long time the lord of those servants cometh« 
and reckoneth with them. - 

And so he that had received five talents came and 
brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliver- 
edst unto me five talents ; behold, I have gained be- 
side them five talents more. 

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant : thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things : enter 
thou into the joy of thy Igrd. 

He also that had received two talents came and said. 
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents : behold, I 
have gained two other talents beside them. 

His lord said unto him. Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant : thou hast been faithful over a few things;, 
I will make thee ruler over many things : enter thou 
into the joy of thv lord. 

Then he which had received the one talent came 
and said. Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, 
reaping where thoii hast not sown, and gathering where 
thou hast not strawed. 

And I was afi^id, and went and hid thy talent in the 
earth : lo, there thou hast that is thine. 

His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked 
and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where 
I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed : 

Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to 
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the exchangers, and then at my coming I shoul4 have 
received mine own with usury.''' 

Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto 
him which hath ten talents. 

For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance : but from him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnadiing of 
teeth." 



1. Does Christ entrust different talents to his sewmUs 7 
Yes : unto one, five talents ; t to another, two ; and 

to another,.' one : to every man according to his several 
ability. 

2. Does Christ require a corresponding improvement of 
our talentSf tphetherthey be manii or few ? 

Yes : and he will, in his own time, call us to^ve up 
our account of them. , 

3. How will Christ address the faithful servant 7 

^ Well done, thou good and faithful servant ; thou 
hast been fiuthful over a few things, I Will make thee 
ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord."— (verse 21.) 

4. IFtff these who have the fewest talents be excused for 
their negligence 7 

No : he who has but one talent^ is bound to improve 
it to the utmost. 



* " With usury." fViik its produu is the ootreot 
translation. 

i If these five talents were gold« they ^^mAmM 
at 1160,000; ifsUver at $l&,OpO. . . 
H 
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5. JfktU punishment will Christ pronounce on the " toick" 
tdimdaloAjid servant P' 

" Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark- 
ness ; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
<ver.30.) 




CHAPTER XXVr. 

THE TRUE VIIf£. 

Johnxr, 1 to 11. 
M ]; am the true vine, and my Father is the husband 

£T«ry branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away : and ayery brandi that beareth fruit, he pnrg- 
eth It, that it may bring forth more fruit. 

Now ye are dean through the word which I have 
spoken unto yon. 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the brandi cannot 
bear fruit of itsdf, except it abide in the yide; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
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I am the vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit : for ivithout me ye can do nothing. ^ 

If a man abide not *in me, he is cast forth as a 
branch, and is withered ; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be. done unto you. 

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear mu<di 
fruit : so shall ye be my disciples. 

As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you ; 
continue ye in my love. 

If ye keep my cprnmandments, ye shall abide in my 
love ; even as I have kept my Father^s command- 
ments, and abide in his love. 

These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 



1. Wko it the true vine 7 
Jesus Christ. 

2. Who are nuant by the branches ? 
The disciples of Christ. 

3. What heemnes of a fruitless branch ? 

Christ takes it away : thus he punishes those who 
profess to be his disciples, but who do not bring forth 
good fruits. 

4. How does Christ treat thefrvitfid branch ? 

He purgeth or pruneth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit ; thus the discipline of Christ removes that 
which would prevent the fruitfnlness of his people, 
and enables them to bring forth ^ more fruit'^ to his 
glory. 
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5. h the fruiUvlnefs of Christians dervoed from their 
imUm to CJuist 7 

Ye8:/or hesajTB, ^^Abidein.me, and I in you: as 
the branch eannot bear fruit qf itself, except it abide 
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me." 
— (ver. 4.) 

6. When the Christian is tndy unUed to Christ, does he 
become very frtsUfid ? 

Yes : the same bringeth forth much fruit ; for, ** with- 
out me, ye can do nothing; :" separate from Christ, 
we are entirely helpless and fruitless. 

7. What becomes ofthefruUUss Christian professor 7 . 
If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 

and is withered ; and men gather them, and cast them 
into the fire, and they are burned : thus will barren 
professors become like fuel for the divine wrath. 

8. What benefit arisesjrom abiding in Christ 7 

*^ If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." 
—(ver. 7.) 

9. How do Christians gioryify God 7 

** Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples." — (ver. 8.) 

10. Does the love of God encourageus to abide in Christ7 
** As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you ; 

continue ye in my love." — (ver. 9.) 

11. How do Christians continue in the love of Christ 7 
^ If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in 

my love ; even as I have kept my Father's command- 
ments, and abide in his love." — (ver. 10.) 

12. Why did Christ speak these things to his dtse^les 7 
^ These things have I spoken unto you, that my 

Joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 
fuU."— (ver. 11.) 
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IS. CHoe a sketch of the true Christianas ekaraetert as 
compared to afruUjul branch. 

He 18 closely united to Christ, so as to be a partaker 
of his nature— he is disciplined so as to bear *^ fruit," 
"more fruit," ^'much fruit" — ^the words of Christ 
abide in him — he prays successfully — ^he loves Christ — 
he obeys Christ — ^he rejoices in Christ, now and for- 
evermore. 

14. Oioe a sketch of the grace of Christ to his true diS' 
dples. 

Christ distino^shes them from nominal professors — 
he gives them life and constant nourishment — he an- 
swers their prayers — ^he loves them — ^he encourages 
their obedience — ^he secures their happiness. 

15. Give a sketch of the character and punishment qf 
fruitless prqfessors. 

Their profession is nominal — ^they are barren of all 
that is good — they are separated from Christ — they 
are withered, and will soon be cast into everlasting 
bomings. 



THE END. 
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